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SUBJECT: BENIN WELCOMES ITS NEW CARDINAL 

1 . DESPITE THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BENIN'S 
(GPRB ) FREQUENT CONDEMNATION OF RELIGION AS "MYSTIFICATION" 
THOUSANDS OF BENINESE WERE ON HAND JULY 12 AT COTONOU AIRPORT TO 
WELCOME THEIR NEW CARDINAL. BENINESE ARCHBISHOP BERNARDIN 
GANTIN WHO WAS ADMITTED TO THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS ON JUNE 27, 

WAS OFFICIALLY WELCOMED HOM BY MINISTER OF INDUSTRY OBOUENS, 

THE SENIOR MEMBER OF THE GOVERNMENT AFTER PRESIDENT KEREKOU, 
INTERIOR MINISTER AZONHIHO, AND SEVERAL CABINET MEMBERS. JULY 

13 EHUZU CARRIED FRONT-PAGE PICTURE OF OHOUENS AND THE OTHER 
MINPTERS ACCOMPANYING THE CARDINAL IN A MOTORCADE THROUGH 
COTONOU. TO SPECIAL MASS. 

2. COMMENT: EDUCATED BENINESE OFTEN SPEAK OF A "DOUBLE 
REALITY" WHICH EXISTS IN BENIN: ALONGSIDE THE MARXIST-LENINIST 
REVOLUTION WITH ITS OFTEN VIOLENT RHETORIC AND RIGID IDEOLOGY, 

MANY PEOPLE CONTINUE TO LIVE MUCH AS THEY DID BEFORE THE 
REVOLUTION, WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT THEY NOW MUST KNOW SLOGANS, 
BE PREPARED TO PARTICIPATE IN RALLIES AND PRODUCTION EFFORTS, 
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AND FORGET POLITICAL ACTIVITY. THE WELCOME ACCORDED THE 
CARDINAL IS A GOOD ILLUSTRATION OF THIS SECOND REALITY: THERE 
WERE MORE WELLWISHERS ON HAND THEN THE GOVERNMENT HAS EVER BEEN 
ABLE TO ASSEMBLE FOR VISITING HEADS OF STATE FROM "FRIENDLY 
COUNTRIES." THE FACT THAT THE CARDINAL WAS GREETED BY KEREKOU’S 
DEPUTY AND HIS MINISTER OF INTERIOR/IDEOLOGY. SUGGESTS 
THAT EVEN AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT. THERE IS 
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AN AWERENESS THAT IF THE REGIME IS TO SURVIVE AND PRESS 
ON WITH THE REVOLUTION, IT MUST OCCASIONALLY MAKE CONCESSIONS 
TO THE "SECOND REALITY." 

THOMPSON 
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